

















THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, July 11, 1796. 





Account of the Treatment received from the French by 
the Crew of the Alexander of 74 Guns, which was 
captured by a French Squadron on the 6th of Novem- 


ber, 1794. 
[By Major Tench of the Marines, late of the Alexander. ] 


(Concluded from Page 6 ) 
Plymouth, 11th May, 1795» 


N the morning we took our leave with very little ceremony, 

and repaired again to the inn, where we found admiffion, 
After breakfafting, and rendering our drefs as decent as we 
could without our baggage, we went, as we had been directed 
at Quimper, to the office of the maritime agent, and produced 
our paffports. He received us very properly, aud furnifhed us 
with tickets to fhew in cafe of being ftopped—an event not 
ulikely to happen to Englifh officers walking in their ani- 
forms about the ftreets of Breft. Our next vilit was to Mon- 
feur Villaret, whofe reception of Admiral Bligh, and whofe 
undeviating conduct tous both while we remained here, was 
friendly, polite, and flattering inthe extreme. I had never 
before feen him, and had now the honour to be in'roduced to 
him by Admiral Bligh, as his aid de camp. His frank and 
gentlemanlike manners at once won myefteem. He appears 
tobe between forty and filty years old, is of an engaging 
countenance, well made, of a middle fize, and has a military 
tariage, Upon hearing where we had left our baggage on the 
Von. XXVIII. 698, D preceding 
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preceding evening, he diretly difpatched his own coxfwain 
for it, and it was brought to us fafe and entire. -Buthis good. 
nefs to me (as the friend of an officer whom he fo bghly re. 
{pected for his gallant defence of his fhip, as Admiral Bligh) 
muft be particularly ftated to you. No fooner was the pres 
dicament ia which I ftood made kaown to him, than he 
offered bis intereft to back my application to the Reprefenta. 
tives; andinfifted that we all fhould immediately fet out to 
their office to undertake it Upon our arrival there, we were 
introduced to one of them, Champeaux, an old man; whoat 
Admiral Villaret’s interceflion confented at once, without 
ftarting a difficulty, to my being allowed to accompany my 

Admiral, and promifed me a paflport. 
Our only difficulty now was to finda conveyance. Admiral 
Bligh therefore exprefled a with to his friend that he might be 
fufFered to hire a boat, which he would engage to fend back 
immediately on being landed on the aeareft part of the 
Knglith fhore. This propofition (which, confidering the 
_timesy was rather of adclicate nature) was acceded to by Mon. 
fieur Villaret; whoadded, that he would take care that hhe 
fhould be properly fitted and victualled for us: However in 
the afternoon alacky occurrence prevented us from putting his 
generous zeal to ferve us to farther proof :—An American 
gentleman, who khew our fituation, brought a little Danih 
mafter of a. brig, to our inn where we had dined (Admini 
Villaret being engaged tothe Reprefentatives) with whom 
we prefently concluded an agreemeut for our paflage. As 
the Dane wifhed.to depart onthe next day, it became again 
neceflary to trouble Monfieur Villaret to urge the com 
pletion of our paflports for failing out of the harbour; 
and for this purjofe he appointed to meet us at nine in the 
evening, at the houfeof the Reprefentatives. ‘Thither, at the 
hour ayreed upon, we repaired, and found him. He conducted 
us int> a {pacious garden, and introduced us tothe Reprefentas 
tives, Toplent, Vernon, and Harmand, who received us with 
great cordiality ; and when they learned that Admiral Bligh 
had been afl day in town, chided Admiral Villarct for not 
having brought us with him to dine with them. Thele 
gentlemen, however, declined taking any part in granting the 
paflports until the arrival of their colleague Champeaux, who 
was momently expected. We, therefore, continued walking 
on the terrace, and coaverfing on gencral fubjects, which une 
avoidably ledto the grand and oaly enquiry shat feems to 
agitate the minds of Freachmen :—tie politics of the day, as 

connected 
















































cont 
term 
war 
fruit 
com| 
betw 
enlig 
dia 
The! 
man 
and ( 
Had 
oppo 
demu 
fentir 
Vern 
bea: 
terfer 
deep 
in ord 
coma 
from 
my ca 
whofe 
Cham 
toour 
of me 
being 
At. 
my vil 
Monfi 
elbows 
{noaki 
womel 
tomy 
burgon 
and int 
Thad 1 
on the 
my imy 
vaul 2 
clerks ‘ 
Man co 
public. 








cox{wain 
lis good. 
ghly re 
I Bligh) 
the pres 
than he 
prefenta- 
t out to 
we were 
; who at 
without 
pany my 


Admiral 
ight be 
ad back 
of the 
ring the 
by Mon. 
that fhe 
yever in 
ating his 
| merican 
> Danihh 
‘Admiral 
h whom 
ge As 
ne again 
he come 
harbour ; 
e in the 
fy at the 
ondutted 
prefentas 
us with 
al Bligh 
- for not 
Thele 
ating the 
UX, who 
walking 
hich une 
cems to 
e day, a 
rected 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 23 


connected with the Revolution—-They fpcke in refpectful 
terms of our national charatcr, and pathetically lamented the 
war between England and France, calling it an unhappy and 
fruitlefs conteft to both parties. It was, they faid, paft human 
comprehenfion to account for the ceafelefs implacable enmity 
betweentwo nations, which by thcir valour, opulence, and 
enlightened character, were fitted to hold the balance, and 
di@ate the tranquillity of Europe. I liftened in filence. 
Thefe men had no fans-culottifm about them, either in thcir 
manners, language, or diefs; the two firft were civil, moderate, 
and correct, and the latter was gentlemanlike and refpeCtable. 
Had it been my defire, it was not my intereft, to interrupt or 
oppofe them. I ventured, however, once or twice to flightly 
demur at one of their propofitions, in or¢d-r to draw oyt their 
fentiments more fully ; which occafioned thefe wards (from 

Vernon, | think) .to be repeated with emphafis, * France will 
bearepublic! aad England neither fhall, nor ought to, in 
terferein our internal concerns.”’” This converfation made a 
deep imprefion upon me, and was, | am confident, introduced 
inorder thatthe Admiral (to whom | interpreted it) might 

communicate it on this fide of the water. It differed but little 

fom others which I had often heard on the fame fubje&t during 

my captivity; but the rank and fituation of the fpeakers from 

whofe lips it fell, reuJer it memorable to me.—Firding that 

Champeaux did not come home, about ten o’clock we retired 

toour inn, being firit given to unJerftand, that I might be fure 

of meeting him in his office at fix o’clock next merning, 

being the hour at which he always entered upon bufinels, 

Ata few minutes before fix onthe following day I renewed 
my vifit, and waited but a fhort time before | was admitted ‘to 
Monfieur Champeaux. He was fitting in his office, in an 
thowschair, drefled in a flannel jacket abominably filthy, and 
fnoakingathort black pipe, exacily fuch an one as the old 
women of Ireland carrry about in their mouths. It brought 
tomy mind Sir William Temple’s defcriptions of thofe old 
burgomafters, who formerly, with fo much plainnets, wildom, 
and integrity, conducted the affairs of the Batavian republic. 
had no more reaton to complain cf my reception now than 
onthe preceding day. He told me that hedid aot wonder at 
ny impatience, and thatI fhould waitfor what 1 wanted only 
val a clerk thould come in. Bur,” added he, * our 
clerks are fainéants.’ Ah! thought I,if this honeft gentle. 
man could take a peep, at this early hour, into aa Knglith 
public office, where vigilance for the common weal never 

D 2 flumbeis ! 
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flumbers !—His affable conpliance removed a mountain 
from my mind, 

I now took an opportunity of prefenting Admiral Bligh’s 
compliments to him, and requefting, as an acknowledgment of 
his politenefs, that he would name fome French officer, a pri- 
fone: in England, whofe releafe he might be interefted about, 
and thathe might depend on his heing fent home. The old 
man bowed, and, recollecting hinfelf for a moment, wrote 
down the name of a Quarter Mafter, who was taken in |’ Ata 
Jante frigate, and is now in prifon at Kinfale in Ireland, begging 
that would give it to the Admiral with his thanks, and perfect 
reliance on his good faith. I continued to wait ; butno clerk 
entering, although fome other company did, I flipped out, and 

lanted mvfelf on the ftair-cafe, where I had not remained 
line before a grave fober official-looking character came 
forward.— Pray, Sir,” faid I, “ do you belong to the 
office ??— Yes, citizen.”—I told him my bufinefs in few 
words, and having been fimilarly fituated in an Englith: office, 
when I begged his affiftance, looked as if 1 would be grateful, 
*¢ Are you ure, citizen, that you have feen the Reprefenta- 
tive ?”—** Perfectly fure.”—“ The Reprefentative Cham- 
peaux ?’”’—“ Yes,” Then follow me, and your bufinefs thall 
be done.”—With a bounding hear: I accompanied him into 
his office. Whenhe had finifhed writing the paffports, he 
took them in to the Reprefentative to be figned and fealed, and 
Lamufed myfelf as well as impatience, not unmingled with 
fear, left fome un‘orefeen impediment fhould be ftarted, would 
allow, by locking about the room in which I was left alone. 
Oppofite the door was written, in large charaéters, “ What- 
ever fervant of there, ublic fhall accept of a fee or gratuity, 
for tranfacting the puvlic bufinefs, thall forfeit his place, and 
be farther punifhed.” There was alfo ftuck up onthe walla 
fatirical printof certain characters among us, who fhall be 
namele/s, in very ludicrous attitudes and fituations—He foon 
returned with the paflports completely executed, and prefented 
then to me, in fuch a manner as convinced me, that to have 
offered a reward to him, for having fimply performed his duty 
would have been contirued into an infult, and perhaps have beea 
attcaded with unpicafant confequeaces to myfelf, 

I burried to tne Admiral witn my credentials, and we loft no 
time in getting on board, end urging our departure from the 
port, which to our unutteratle joy took place about eleven 
o’clock laft Tucfday. A northerly wind prevented us from 
arriving here tll yetterdzy, 
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The fhortnefs of my refidence in Breft, and the ftate of 
hurry and anxiety .n which it was pafled, almoft preclude me 
from offering to you any remarks about it. Itis very ftrangely 
laid out, on the fide of a nill, and long flights of fteps connect 
different parts of the town. [tis certainly much larger than 
either Portfmouth or Plymouth, and contains fome handfome 
patlic buildings, exclufive of the naval arlenal, which you may 
be fure, I did not enter after the firft mght, when it was too 
dark to make any obfervations, Tne French are faid to be 
making vigorous preparations here ; bu: when we ran through 
Breft Wa er, tnere were only nine or ten fail of the line ready, 
of nearly ready, for fea. As we failed along, I caft a look of 
exultation at my old jail La Normandie. At the harbour’s 
mouth we were boarded by a guard-boat the officer of which 
offered not any interruption to us, upon feeing our paffports, 

[had almoft forgotten to mention that before we «nbarked 
we heatd that Le Frang, the Captain of Le Marat, was 
cafhiered, for being a Robeip.errift ; and that he, wit many 
others, was obliged to fhew himfe f twice a day at the office of 
the municipality, as a caution ayaintt his elopement. We did 
not fee him, and by no means thought bhimentitled to much 
commiferation. Admiral Villaret pave us the information, 

To the civility of Mr. Anderfon, the American conful, we 
were indebted, not only now, but when we were formerly at 
Bret. My two old friends of the prifon-fhip, on hearing of 
my atrival, found me out, and came to fup with us at our inn, 

Our expences ran very high during our thort ftay at Breft, 
Wedined, at a very middling ordinary, at fifteen livres a 
head; and for tolerable wine after dnner were charged 
nineteen livres a bottle; every other article being proportion- 
ably extravagant. 





Interefting Particulars relasive to the late celebrated Ed- 
ward Gibbon, Efg. as an Miftorian and a Senator. 


RELATED BY HIMSELF. 


S foon as I had paid the laft folentn duties to my father, 

and obtained, from tiie and reaton, a tolera*le compo- 

lure of mind, I began to form the plan of an independent life, 

moft adapted to my circumftances and inclination, Yet fo 

intricate was the net, my efforts were fo awkward and feeble, 

atnearly two years (November 1770—Ovtuoer 1772) were 
iuitered 
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fuffered to clanfe before I couid difentangle myfelf from the 
management of the farm, and transfer my refideace from Bes 
riton to ahoufe ia London. During this interval I continued 
to divide my‘year betweemtown andthe country; but my new 
fituation was brightened by hope; my ftay in London was 
prolonged into the fu nmer ; andthe uniformity of the fummer 
was occafionally broken by viliss and excurlions ata diftance 
from home. The gratification of my defires (they were not 
immoderate) has beea fildom difappointed oy the want of 
money or credit; my pride was never infulted by the vifit of 
an importunate tradefman ; and my trarhent anxiety for the 
paft or future has been difpeHed by the ttudious or focial occu. 
pation of the prefent hour My confcience does not accafe 
me of any act of extravagance or injuftice, and the remnant 
of my eftate affords an ample and honourable provifion for 
my decl nuig age. I ithall not expatiate on my ceconomical 
affairs, wh ch cannot be inftrustive or amufing to the reader. 
It is a rufe of prudence as weli as of politenefs, to referve fuch 
confidence for the ear of a private friend, without expofing 
our fituationto the envy or pity of ftrangers; for envy is pro- 
dustive of hatred, and pity borders too nearly on contempt, 
Yet I may believe, and even affert, that in circumftances more 
indigent or more wealthy, | fhould never have accomplithed 
the tafk, or acquired the fame of an hiftorian; that my fpirit 
would have been broken by poverty and contempt, and that 
my induftry might have been relaxed in the labour and luxury 
of a fuperfluous fortune. 

I had now attained the firft of earthly bleflings, indepen- 
dence: I was the abfolute mafter of my hgurs and actions: 
Nor was I deceived in the hope that the eftablifhment of ay 
library in town would allow me to divide the day between ftudy 
and fociety. Each year the circle of my acquaintance, the 
number of my dead and living compantons, was enlarged. 
Toa lover of books, the fhops and fales of London preieat 
irrefiltible temptations ; and the manufacture of my hiftory re- 
guired a various and growing ftock of materials, The mi- 
litia, my travels, the Houle of Commons, the fame of an au- 
thor, contributed to multiply my conne@ions : I was cholen a 
member of the fathionable clubs; and, before I left England 
in 1783, there were few perfons of any eminence in the lites 
rary or political world to whom I was a ftranger. 

From the mixed, though polite, company of Boodle’s, 
White’s, and Brookes’s, I muft honourably diftinguith a weekly 
fociety, which was inftitutcd in the year 1764, and which 
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continues to flourifh, under the title of the Literary Club. 
(Hawkins’s Life of Johnfon, p.415. Bofwell’s Tour tothe 
Hebrides, p» 97-) The names of Dr. Johnfon, Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Topham Beauclercy Mr. Garrick, Dr. Goldfmith, Sir 
Jofhua R ynolds, Mr. Coleman, Sir William Jones, Dr. 
Piercy, Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Adam Smith, Mr. Stee= 
vens, Mr. Dunning, Sir Jofeph Banks, Dr. Wharton, and his 
brother, Mr. Thomas Wharton, D:. Burney, &c. forma large 
and luminous conftellation of Britith ftars. 

It would moft affuredly te in my power to amufe the reader 
with a gallery of portraits and acollection of anecdotes. But 
Ihave always condemned the prattice of transforming a pri- 
vate memorial into a vehicle of fatire and praife. By my own 
choice I pafled in town the greateft part of the year; but 
whenever I was defirous of breathing the air of the country, 
Lpoflefled an hofpitable retreat at Sheffield Place in Suffex, in 
the family of my valuable friend Mr. Holroyd, whofe cha- 
rater, under the name of Lord Sreffield, has fince been more 
confpicuous to the public. 

Nofooner was | fettled in my houfe and library than I un- 
destook the compofition of the firit volume of my hiftory. 
At the outfet all was.dark and doubtful; even the title of the 
work, the true zra of the Decline and Fall of the Empire, the 
limits of the introduction, the divifion of the chapters, and 
the order of the narrative ; and I was often tempted to caft 
away the labour of feven years, The ftyle of an author 
hhould be the image of his mind, but the choice and command 
of language are the fruit of exercife. Many experiments 
were made before I could hit the middle tone between a dull 
chronicle and a rhetorical declamation: Three times did [ 
compofe the firft chapter, and twice the fecond and third, be- 
fore 1 was tolerably fat.shed with their effect. In the re- 
mainder of the way I advanced with a more equal and eaf) 
pace; but the fifteenth and fixteenth chapters have been ree 
duced by three fucceflive revifals, from a large volume to their 
prefent fize ; and they might ftill be compreffed, without any 
los of facts or fentiments, An oppofite fault may be imputed 
tothe concile and fuperficial narrative of the firlt reigns from 
Commodus to Alexander, a fault of which I have never heard, 
except from Mr. Hume in his laft journey to London, Such 
anoracle might have been confulicd and obeyed with rational 
devotion; but I was foon difguited with the modeft pradtice 
of reading the manufcript to my friends. Of fuch friends 
fome will praife from politenefs, and fome will criticife from 

Vanity. 
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vanity. Theauthor himfelf is the beft judge of his own per 
formance; noone has fodceply meditated on the fubje&; no 
one is fo fincerely intereited in the event. 

By the friendthip of Mr. (now Lord) Egiot, who had mar. 
ried my firft coufin, I was returned at the general election for 
the borough of Litkeard. I took my feat at the beginning of 
the memorable conteft between Great Britain and America, 
and fupported, with many a fincere and filent vote, the rights, 
though not, perhaps, the intereft of the mother country, 
After a fleeting illufive hope, prudence condemned me to ate 
qui: {ce in the humble ftation of a mute. I was not armed by 
nature and education with the intrepid energy of mind and 
voice, . 
Vincentem firepitus, et natum rebus agendis. 


Timidity was fortified by pride, and even the fuccefs of my 
pen difcourage.' the trial of my voice. But I affifted at the 
debates of a free aflembly; I liftened to the attack and defence 
of eloquence and reafon; Ihad a near profpect of the cha 
radlers, views, and paffions of the firft men of the age. The 
caufe of government was ably vindicated by Lord North,a 
ftatefman of fpotlefs integrity, a confummate matter of debate, 
who could wield, with equal dexterity, the arms of reafon and 
of ridicule. He was feated on the Treafury-bench between 
his Attorney and Solicitor-General, the two pillars of the law 
and ftate, magis pares quam fyniles; and the minifter might in- 
dulge ina fhort flumber, whilft he was upholden on either hand 
by the majeftic fenfe of Thurlow, and the fkilful eloquence of 
Wedderburne. From the adverfe fide of the Houfe an ardent 
and powerful oppofition was fuppurted, by the lively declama- 
tion of Barre, the legal acutenefs of Dunniug, the profufe and 
philofophic fancy of Burke, and the argumentative vehemence 
of Fox, who in the condutt of a party approved himfelf equal 
tothe conduct of anempir-. By fuch men every operation of 
peace and war, every principle of juttice or policy, every quel- 
tion of authority and freedom, was attacked and defended; and 
the fubject of the momentous conteft was the union or fepara- 
tion of Great Britainand America. The eight feffions that 
I fatin Parliament were a fchool of civil prudence, the firft 
and moft effential virtue of an biftorian. 

The volume of my Hiftory, which had been fomewhat de- 
layed by thenovelty and tumult of a firit feflion, was now ready 
for the prefs. After the perilous adventure had been declined 
by my friend Mr. Elmifly, 1 agreed upon eafy terms, with Mr. 
9 Thpmas 
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Thomas Cadell, a refpectable book(eller, and Mr. William 
Strahan, an eminent printer; and they undertook the care and 
rik of the publication, which derived more credit from the 
name of the fhop than from that of the author. The laft re- 
yilal of the proofs was fubmitted to my vigilance ; and many 
blemifhes of ftyle, which had been invifible in the manutcript, 
were difcovered and corrected in the printed fheets. So mo- 
derate were our hopes, that the original impreffion had been 
ftinted to five hundred, til] the number was doubled by the pro= 
phetic tafte of Mr. Strahan. During this awful interval I was 
neither elated by the ambition of fame, nor depreffed by the 
apprehenfion of contempt, My diligence and accuracy were 
attefted by my own confcience. hiitory is the moft popular 
fecies of writing, fince it can adapt itlelf to the higheft or 
the loweft capacity. I had chofen an illuftrious fubje&. Rome 
is familar to the {chool-boy and the ftatefman ; and my narra- 
tive was deduced from the laft period of claffical reading. I 
had likewife Mlattered myfelf, that an age of light and liberty 
would receive, without f{candal, an inquiry into the human 
-~ of the progrefs and eftablifhment of Chriftianity. 

am at a lofs how to defcribe the fuccefs of the work, with« 
out betraying the vanity of the writer. The firft impreflion 
was exhaufted in a few days; a fecond and third edition were 
kcarcely adequate to the demand ; and the bookfeller’s property 
wastwice invaded by the pirates of Dublin. My book was 
onevery table, and almoft on every toilette; the hiftorian was 
crowned by the tafte or fafhion of the day; nor was the gene- 
nl voice difturbed by the barking of any profane critic. The 
favour of mankind is mott freely beftowed on a new acquain- 
tance of any original merit; and the mutual furprize of the 
public and their favourite is produdlive of thofe warm fenfibie 
bilities, which at a fecond meeting can no longer be rekindled. 
If Iliftened to the mufic of praife, I was more ferioufly fatise 
fied with the approbation of my judges. ‘The candour of Dr. 
Robertfon embraced his difciple. A letter from Mr. Hume 
overpaid the labour of ten years; but | have never prefumed to 
accept a place in the triumvirate of Britifh hiftorians. 
GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 

For JUNE, 1796. 
, SS A FB KL SS 


HE armiftice on the Rhine has been broken, but not by 
the French, who appear to be defirous of maintaining, 
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rather than extending their conquefts. The return of wat 
being announced, they did not evade or elude action, but 
darted forth on their enemy at different quarters at once, on 
both the Upper and the Lower Rhine. The army of the 
Sambre and Meufe, as well as that of the Rhine and the Mo. 
felle, carried every thing before them ; like a torrent enraged, 
not oppofed by refiftance. The bravery with which they were 
encountered by the Auftrians is a fubject of glory to that gale 
lant people, but of defpondency to the politicians who have 
trufted to their arms ; fince it clearly appears, that nothing in 
their power, either to do or to faffer, can controul the irrefitti- 
ble impetuofity of fuperior numbers, actuated by the enthu- 
fiafm of freedom, and dire&ted with confummate military kill, 
as well as the greateft promptitude and decifion. It is not 
wife to fhut our eyes againft the power of our enemies, Let 
us contemplate it with a fteady countenance, and a firm heart, 

The public {chools of all kinds inftituted by Louis XIV. to 
which all clafles of men were admitted without expence, dif- 
fufed throughout a nation, by nature active, ardent, and in- 
quifitive, a general tafte, and a certain degree of proficiency, 
too, in fcience. The military and mathematical fchools con- 
fpired with the ambition of conqueft and love of glory, it 
herent in the monarchy, to train up a great number of able 
generals and engineers. Even the ferjeants in the French at- 
mies areas well fkilled in gunnery, fortification, and military 
tactics, as the greater part of Englith, Spanith, or German 
officers. The military council, or board, at Paris, confifts 
almoft entirely of old non-commiffioned officers, who ferved 
in former wars in different parts of the world. 

But it is not fo much to {kill in military mathematics, of 
any other circumftance of difcipline, that the French owe 
their unexampled fuccefs, fo much as to genius or invention 
The German armies are brave and well difciplined, and, we 
doubt not, conducted according to the laws of war, in ofdis 
nary cafes, or in ufval combinations. But in Italy, as well as on 
the Rhine, the German tactics and.ftrength appear every 
where to yicld to the verfatile enterprife of the French ; jut 
as the Macedonian phalanx gave way to the varied ftratagem 
of the Romans, The French Revolution prefents to the mi 
litary and political eye an afpect of affairs that bears but little 
analogy to any event in hiftory. The fuccefs of the French 
arms, by land, feems to be univerl:l. The Chouan chiefs in 
Normandy and Britanny, defpairing, with too much reafon, of 
fucecis, yield to the fortune of the republic. 

France, 
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France, in the midft of all her victories, is ftill agitated, 
jike all great republics, with internal convulfions, The Ter~ 
rorifts, as they are called, or that party who with to reign in 
the Convention by means of factious combinations among the 
people, are far from being entirely broken or difpirited, The 
Dire&tory, which, in fact, owes its exiftence to military force*, 
is fill protected by an army 3 an army brought from the fron- 
tier provinces, and, of courfe, not in habits of intimacy with 
the Parifians, who, it feems, are fufpected. Yet we are not fo 
fanguine as to hope for any favourable crifis from this degree 
of fufpicion and agitation; fo long, at leaft, as the war thali 
be continued. . 

The pofition of France in the centre of Europe, in the 
midft of jealous and armed nations, does not feem favourable 
toa republican form of government; particularly a republican 
government over fo extenfive a kingdom as France, and fo po- 
pulous and volatile a nation as the French. 

Though the monarchy fhould not be reftored in name, 
would not the command and direction of a numerous force, 
my, we may fay, a mighty hoft; for fuch an hoft will 
be neceflary for the external and internal fecurity of France— 
Would not the command and direction of fuch a force, by 
whatever name it might be called, terminate in power di¢ta- 
torial and fovereign ? 


oe mee 


It is faid, that French councils have great influence in the 
court of Madrid ; and that military preparations, by fea and 
lind, feem to indicate a difpofition, on the part of the Spa- 
niards, to join the French againft the Englifh. It would be a 
wonder, indeed, if, in the prefent political horizon, any pheno- 
menon could appear wonderful, to fee the noble na‘ion of 
Spain, with a prince of the houfe of Bourbon on the throne, 
leagued with regicides and thofidels for the eftablifhment of a 
gteat republic in the centre of Europe, and confequently for 
lapping the foundations of neighbouring monarchies. The 
French, will, no doubt, praétife on Spanith pride and refente 
ment, wounded by our poffeffion, in {pite of all their efforts, 
of Gibraltar. Before the war of the fucceffion, when that 

E 2 fortrels 


* To that army, which, being called into the metropolis, over- 
Powered the feétions that dared to oppofe the law for the re-election 
of two thirds of the Convention, tacked, as a rider on the conititu- 
tion charter, 
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fortrefs fell by chance into our hands, Spain was the fincere, 
as the natural friend and allyof England. It would be equally 
wife and magnanimous policy in the Britith government, to 
make fome beneficial arrangement with Spain through the 
ceffion of Gibraltar. 

Befides Gibraltar, the Spaniards find another rock of of- 
fence in the fuperiority of the Britifh navy; and they may 
not improbably with to reduce this to an equality, or nearly 
to an equality, with that of France. There is yet another 
fource of war with Spain, not eafily to be avoided their 
transference to the French of the ifland of St. Domingo; 
which to our iflands is as a continent, and which, im- 
proved by French induftry, would cut up our commerce and 
naval power in that part of the world by the roots. Our re 
lative fituation to Spain is at prefent encumbered with difficul- 
ties not alittle arduous. The reftoration of Gibraltar would 
not infpire gratitude; but it would remove the grand caule of 
grudge, and bring about that harmony between Great Britain 
and Spain, for which, by the diverfity of their climates, natue 
ral productions, and fituations, they are foclearly deftined, 


IT A bL. Y¥. 


Buonaparte, at the head of French, Italians, Germans, and 
renegades of all nations, like another Hannibal, ftrikes terror 
into all Italy, and lays every ftate, the holy fee not excepted, 
under contribution, His cruelty in maffacring the municipa 
lity and the Archbifhop of Pavia, for an attempt to affert the 
rights of men, is undoubtedly unworthy of the principles for 
which the French pretend to fight; though it may be deemed 
a prudent meafure in a military power that can reign only by 
fear. Buonaparte excels even Attila in fuccefs, and, in one 
refpeét, excceds him in cruelty. The progrefs of Attila was 
checked near the Venetian territories, on the banks of the 
Adda and the Po, by the Marquis of Efte, the great anceftor 
of the houfe of Brunfwick, Nor did the Goth make any de- 
mands of ftatues or pictures, The Gallo Corfican con- 
queror is not fatisfied with the neceflaries and luxuries, but he 
mutt alfo have the moft refined clegancies of life, works of Ro- 
man, Grecian, and even Egyptian and ancient Etrurian att 
Thofe exquifite works of art have, fome of them, travelled 
from Greece to Italy, and now they are to make the tour of 
Paris, which is no doubt intended for the great {chool of the 
arts,—Perhaps, in the viciffitudes of empire, they may one day 
travel as far north as Peterfburgh. It would feem that the 
heathea 
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heathen gods have ftill fome influence by, their prefence, in the 
dominion of kingdoms ! 


SWITZERLAND. 


The French republic is now acknowledged by the whol¢ 
Helvetic body, and by all the world, except Ruflia, Auftria, 
and Great Britain, 


GERMANY. 


It muft alfo, it is to be apprehended, be acknowledged now 
alfoby the Auftrians. They are now, as it were, placed be 
tween two fires—the French armies on the Rhine, and the 
French armies in Italy. Should the French armies crofs the 
Rhine, as they feem determined to do, and carry the war into 
Germany, the main force of the Auftrians muft be drawn to 
this quarter ; and a fufficient force be wanting to repel the at- 
tacks of the French by the fouthern openings of the Tyrol and 
the Valtelline. Ina word, there is noting, according to pre- 
fent appearances, that remains to the Emperor but to make 
peace with France on the beft poffible terms. If any effort is 
yet to be made, that is not wholly de{perate, it would be, to pe 
aetrate into France with a numerous body of cavalry, and 
drive, {cour, and pillage the country, as the Mahratta cavalry 
tointhe Eaft Indies, 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


A powerful armament has arrived, and commenced opera- 
tions for reducing St. Lucia, and other French Weft India 
Mands. In the ifland mentioned the French troops were firft 
driven within the principal fortrefs Morne Fortune, and at 
length were obliged to furrender.—Guadaloupe is ftill in 
the hands of the French. We are ftill in pofleflion of Cape 
Nicola Mole in St. Domingo ; and now alfoof the Dutch fet- 
tlement of Demerary, on the coaft of Surinam. 

We feem to meet in the Welt Indies with vigorous refift- 
ance; but, on the whole, our naval enterprifes have not been 
unluccefsful, “The exp-nce, however, of naval equipments is 
cnormous, and fuch as the advantages of trade feldom com- 
penfate. At the fame time it mult be admitted, that it is by 
fea, if we are at all to enter into war, that we can belt oppofe 
and weaken our enemy. 

In the Ea Indics, affairs wear ft'lla dubious afpect.—lIt 
Wasa letter tent, not by Government, but the agents of the 
Eatt India officers in England, concerning the zood intentions 

of 
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of Government, that faved India.a—Wife Governments anti. 
cipate demands, which they cannot refift, by voluntary bounty, 
One conceffion toa military force invites another, It is to be 
hoped that it is not yet too Jateto make a proper ufe of thefe 
refleCtions. 

The new parliament, which was to have met on the 12th of 
July, is prorogued till the month of Auguft : This refolution 
was taken at a time when our ally the Emperor, prefled hard 
on every fide, and driven from poft to poft, feemed to have no 
other alternative than to make a feparate peace with France, 
It was not therefore any part of the common plan to give 
another loan to our ally, and our own minifters, it is alfo fup- 
pofed, wifhed for time for negociation.— The Auftrians, under 
the Archduke Charles, have fince that time gained a very cons 
fiderable advantage over the enemy under Jourdan, and forced 
2 wing of their army to retreat acrofs the Rhine ; and the 
Emprefs of Ruffia has at laft thewn a ferious difpofition to 
come immediately forward with affiftanee to the caufe of the 
allies. —By guaranteeing Gallicia tothe Emperor, the enables 
him to fend areinforcement tohis armies on the Rhine from 
the frontiers of Poland.—It will be, no doubt, poffible for the 
Czarina to afford aid in other modes, if fhe be inclined to do 
fo.— Whether thefe circumftances, and, perhaps, fome future 
facceffes of the Auftrians, will make any alteration in our 
counfels refpecting farther aid to the Emperor time muft de 
termine.—For our parts, the partial fucceffes of our noble 
allies, who, if either their valour or the generous feelings that 
urged them to war, could avail, would not be the lofing party, 
appear to us to be a matter not fo much of joy asregret. For, 
on the whole it is evident, that after every lofs and repulfe, the 
French, by a lavith facrifice of blood, return to the field, with 
numbers that fecure victory. A few inftances of fuccels, 
therefore, on the part of the Auftriansare to be regretted if 
they encourage them to perfevere, with too much obttinacy, 
in an attempt to attain any of the original objects of the 
war. They may beof advantage however in a negociation 
for peace on other terms; and we hope they will be ufed 
for this purpofe.—It was occafional and partial victory on the 
part of the Loyalifts that tempted our Government to throw 
the other, and the other ftake, after the tenor and tendency of 
the war was evidently, to all who were not under the influence 
of paflion, againft Britain, and in favour of America. 


9 ALBERT 
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ALBERT and EMMA: 
An INTERESTING HISTORY. 


|From a Series of Periodical Papers, the joint Produttion of the 
Hon. M. Hawke and Sir Robert Vincent, Bart. now firft col- 
lected into 2 Vol. 1zmo.] 


(Continued from Page 487 of our la/t Volume.) 


LBERT liftened with attentive filence while the Count 

de Bournonville continued thus his narrative: “ My 
faithful Durand accompanied usin our travels ; he has {pent 
his youth in my fervice, and by his firm attachment has merited 
the place which he holds in my elteem. As we were pafling a 
frequented road, Durand, who followed us onhorfeback, per- 
ceived upon the ground a fleeping infant. Surprifed to fee no 
perfon near, and that the child had been left apparently 
unprotected, he ftopped his horfe, when, from a wood 
which bordered the road, a man fuddenly ftarted forth, 
and thus addreffed Durand, in a tone of agitation, * If you 
have an inclination to do an act of mercy, take charge of this 
defolate infant : His life will be forfeited, fhould you refufe to 
fave him :—Spare his innocence, and fnatch afoul from guilt. 
He is of noble blood, born to inherit a fplendid fortune, but 
vengeance will purfue and overwhelm him, unlefs you ge- 
neroufly refcue him.” —-With thefe words, not waiting for a 
teply, he bounded again into the wood, and left Durand in the 
utmoft confternation. 

The honeft fellow, trembling for the fate of the child, 
would not rifque a moment the threatened danger, but lifting 
the little infant gently from the ground, and placing him on 
his horfe, foon overtook our carriage, and topping it, haftily 
telated the adventure, and prefented us with the foundling, 
who, awakened by the motion, was pouring forth his litte 
Yorrows : The Countefs fnatched him eagerly to her bofom; 
he filed innocently in her face and ceafed to cry, as if recol- 
leQing inher arms a mother’s fond embrace.—“ Yes,” faid 
fhe, diffolving into tears, ** thou fhalt be protected, lovely in- 
fant ; thou fhalt replace in my vacant affections the lofs of my 
lamented Albert : My care and tendernefs fhall fupply ‘that of 
afond parent, and fhelter thee from thy barbarous enemies !”” 

The beter to fecure your fatety, we agreed to call you by 
the name of our lamented fon, and to conduct you to Swiffers 
lnd as fuch. We fwore to fecrecy Durand and the Countefs’s 
woman, 
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woman, who attended us, on whom we could depend, and who 
have inviolably kept the fecret, which till this hour has been 
concealed from all the world, even from yourfelf, whom | 
adopted with a tendernefs equal to parental fentiments. Hea 
ven not having thought fit to blefs me with other children, 
I fixed my hopes on you, and had long ceafed to expe@, and 
I will confels even to with, that fate would difclofe the hidden 
myftery of your birth. You well remember the dying -fcene 
of the incomparable Countefs, who had fo tenderly fulfilled for 
you a mother’s duties: You received her bleffing, and mourned 
her lofs with filial forrow. I complied, rather reluctantly, 
with your defire to travel, and obtained your promife not to 
be abfent from me on your firft expedition more than three 
months. 

The account which we received from Prevot of the unfortue 
nate death of the Marchionefs de Clairville, and the unknown 
fate of ner infant fon, correfponding exactly with the time and 
circumftances of your adopion, left Durand and me little 
doubt, but that you were the devoted victim of the concealed 
aflaflin : We determined, however, not to let our fufpicions 
tran{fpire before your return, which I daily expeed from 
the laft letters that I had received. A week ago, Durand 
paffing through the ftreets of Zurich, was accofted by a 
itranger, whom he foon recollected, in fpite of the veftiges of 
time, to be the perfon who had entrufted him with the care 
of the infant Albert,—* Thank Heaven,’ exclaimed the 
ftranger, “* I have lived to meet you once again! You have 
never quitted my remembrance, although many years have 
pafled, fince I recommended to your proteGtion a perfecuted 
child. If he ftill fhould live, Heaven may yet reftore him to 
his rights. Condefcend to follow me to my habitation, where 
I will unfold a ftory terrible to relate, the concealment of 
which has coft my confcience fo dear, 


(To be continued. ) 


ACCOUNT of a remarkable large OX. 


Ame fat ox (bred by R. Grimftone, Efq. of Kilnewick, 
in Yorkfhire) was lately killed at Hull, which weighed 
200 ftone, ftood fix feet in height, was fix yards in length, and 
nearly eight yards in girth. He was fix years old. 
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An ANECDOTE, 


N opulent farmer, tenant of a Noble Lord (Gage), who 
rented nearly a thoufand a year of theeftate of the latter 
in Suflex, previous to the falling in of a leafe of a fmaller farm 
adjoining, of the rent of eighty pounds, lately applied for the 
leafe of it, offering one hundred and thirty pounds. Tie 
terms were accepted, and he had the farm. Soon after the 
original pofleffor applied for a renewal, and had the mortifica« 
tion to hear it was.d'{pofed of > In vain he pleaded that Lis 
family had been in pofleflion for nearly a century, and that the 
rents had always been regularly paid—the new leafe was figned 
and could not be cancelled : However, his Lordhhip told the 
man to call in a few days, and he would think of other means 
of accommodating him: This he did, and was then informed, 
that, as fome kind of recompence for his having loft his finall 
farm, if he fo chote, he might have the leafe of. the large one, 
which was nearly expired. This offer appeared of a magni- 
tude which at firft ftaggered the applicant, till he was further 
told, that with whatever money he might bein want of, as ne=- 
cellary to fo extenfive an undertaking, he fhould be accom- 
modated, The bargaiss was on thefe terms acceded tc, 
with gratitude on the part of the tenant, and not lefs heart- 
felt fatisfation on that of the noble landlord, who had thus an 
opportunity the next day of informing the avaricious {pecue 
lator, in turn, that the leafe of his farm was alfo difpofcd of, 
and that to the very man he had been fo active to deprive of 
the means of procuring an honeft fubliftence !—Ye Jand- 
holders throughout the country go and do likewife, and render 
yourfelves truly refpectable. 


Anfwer, by F. B. Chivers, of St. Auftell, to W, Rennal’s Que/= 
tion, snferted December 14, 1795+ 


By LOGARITHMS thus: 


As 50° 37’ - 9.88813 
To 312 - - 2.49415 
So is rad. 10. 

To 404’ 1-10th, 2.60602 


So that the diftance is 404 1-1oth miles ciercnce of latie 


tude 256 1-roth miles, aad the latitude is in 46° 14 nearly. 


Vor. XXVIII. 698 F Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by F. Turner, of Langport, to W. Bawden’s Rebus, in 


ferted April 4. 
“YTS LUCY, kind Sit, I find you admire, 


And in anfwering it you have your defire, 










— oe, 


4 REBUS, by N. Coles, Funior, of Crediton, 





N inftrument I pray you find ; 
One of the Mufes next combine; 

Ananimal that’s fierce declare; 

An Englifh monarch next appear ; 

A ferpent then I pray expound:; ~ 

A fruit well-known muft laft be found: 
The initials if aright combin’d, 
A city will be brought to mind, 





4n ENIGMA, by P. Gove, of Exeter. 


A Bein I am that you often furvey, 

I dwell in the ocean by night and by day; 
In the night ne’er appear, but am feenin the morn, 
When Phebus the tops of the mountains adorns. 


I am feen in the groves, and the green fhady bow’rs, 
Which Flora oft decks with the choiceft of flowers; 
I winter and fummer continue in bloom, 

Unalter’d by all the fierce fervours of noon. 


No head or yet tail didI ever poflefs, 

Yet with wifdom you’ll find I have ever been bleft; 
I always lic dormant, yet * Strange,” you will fay, 
}’m always in motion, by night and by day. 


To the moon lift your eyes, and foon you will fee, 
f or ever thercin I am deftin’d to be; 

I am feen in the clouds in the midft of the gloom, 
I afcended with Blanchard in his air balloon. 


Tho’ ftrange it may feem, yet, gents. it is true, 
Not a moment you’ll find but prefents me to view; 
No longer conceal’d I am fure you’! unfold, 
What you with aftonifhment always behold. 


9 POETRY. 
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DRUNKENNESS. 


1 ! there fhe comes upon a filthy fow, 
Fou! drunkennefs, daughter of hell-born fin! 
A baneful gale the fiends of difcord blow; 

And all her train howl Joud an horrid din ; 
Thofe that were erft the jovial fons of jcy, 

With iron fcourge now pain afflicts them fore, 
Difeafes dire their trembling limbs annoy, 
And the cold dews of death diftil thro’ every pore. 


Fair to the fight a blithfome, jovial group, 
With jocund fong and merry glee advance ; 
With notly joy thefe fous of midnight hoop ; 
So dimpling pleafures on their features dance, 
But all within is pain and foul difeafe, 
Death’s greedy vultures on their vitals prey ; 
Their limbs a grim-ey’d, hafty ficknets feize, 
And co the gaping grave the victims hafle away. 


Faft by a train in fable weeds array'd, 

Approach in filence, and with mournful pace ; 
To weep a father or a hufband dead ; 

To wath with tears each livid, lifelefs face; 
In fable clad, an infant at her breaft, 

The weeping widow mourns her hufband’s fate ; 
Her dying moments breathe the fad requeft, 
*To lay her laft remains afide her lifelefs mate. 


Frantick with grief, or mute with fix'd defpair, 
The forrowing maiden grieves her lover’s death; 
With violent hands fhe tears her flowing hair, 
Heart-buriting fighs efcape with every breath ; 
Ah! what avails thy never-ceafing tears ; 
Thy frantic bofom burfling with a figh. 
Ah! haplefs maid, thy griefs no Edmund hears ; 
Beneath yon dewy turf his lifelefs members lie. 


Clothed in rags fee yonder man appear, 
His fickly look proclaims a tott’ring frame ; 
This wretch was once to wealth and honour heir, 
What gold could give, or titles to his name. 
His fortune fpent in nighcly brawls and wine, 
In vain he prays his old companion’s aid ; 
Behold a prey to purple Bacchus fhrine, 
Forfaken now he’s poor by thof* his bounty fed. 
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Beneath a mountain, wild and high ; 
It nefties in a filent glade, 
And Trent’s clear currents wander bys 
Each tender care, each honeft art, 
Shall! chafe all future want from thee, 
When thy {weet lips confent impart 
To climb thefe fteepy hills with me. 


oO fhare my cottage, deareft maid! 


Far fromthe city’s vain parade, 
No f{cornful brow hall there be feen ; 
No dull impertinence invade, 
Nor envy bafe, nor fullen fpleen. 
The fhadowy rocks which Circle round, 
From ftorms fhall guard our fylvan cell; 
And there fhall every joy be found, 
That loves in peaceful vales to dwell. 


When late the tardy fun fhall peer, 
And faintly gild yon little fpire : 
When nights are long, and froft fevere, 
And our clean hearth is bright with fire, 
Sweet tales to read—f{weet fongs to fing, 
Qh! they thall drown the wind and rain, 
E’en till the foften’d feafon bring 
Merry fpring-time back again ! 


Then hawthorns, flowering in the glen, 
Shall guard the warbling plumy throng: 

Nor boait the bufy haunts of man, 
So fair a fcene, fo fweet a fong : 

Thy arms the new-yean’d lamb will fhield, 
And to the funny fhelter bear : 

While o’er the rough and breathing field, 
My hands impel the gleaming fhare. 


No doubt our wheaten ears will rife, 
Aad fall their yellow harveit glow : 
Then prove with me the fprightly joys 

‘That love and induftry bettow. 
Their jocund power can banith ttrife, 

Her clouds no paffing day will fee, 
Since all the leifure hours of life 

Shall itill be fpent in pleafing thee. 





Gi «POUR AUTHOR. 


HY this verbofs, redundant ftile, 
Think you the more the better? 

4, Undoubtedly—for know my friend 

I fell it by the /ester. 
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